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The 12 new light fixtures will be much brighter and will come with several lighting options, Ruiz said,

so professors can keep the lights on during lecture or dimmed during video screenings. The new light

fixtures will use light-emitting diode bulbs, and will shoot light both downward and upward.

“They will illuminate the ceiling and make it come alive,” Ruiz said. “They will put out a lot of light

and will last for about 15 years.”

Welch Hall, which was completed in 1931 and underwent renovation in the ‘60s and ‘70s, is one of

many buildings on campus that has architecturally significant interior spaces. The room in question,

also called the Convocation Center, is noted for its decorative artistic ceiling. The painting was done

when the University constructed the building, but no one is quite sure whom the artist is.

“It is so dark that you can’t appreciate the beauty of what someone painted over 80 years ago,” Ruiz

said. “Doing this means bringing something back to life that has been there for many years and people

haven’t been able to appreciate it.”

Ruiz said the old light fixtures were not the original ones, and were added sometime in the past.

“But they are just nasty — they just don’t put out any light,” Ruiz said.
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The new light fixtures will match the decorative ceiling, both in architectural style and color. Ruiz said

the new fixtures were chosen with the artwork in mind. He also said the University hired an artist who

specializes in retouching paintings so they could patch up a few areas. Because the art is so old and

fragile, Ruiz said they were taking some precautions in dealing with it.

“We are touching it up in a couple of places. Somewhere along the line there was some water

damage,” Ruiz said. “The ceiling is going to be brushed, we don’t want to use soap or water or

anything like that. We are just going to brush it to clean it.”

Additionally, Ruiz said the team was doing other repair work to Welch Hall.

The deadline for completing the project is Aug. 10. Ruiz said they are currently on schedule to

complete the project in time.

Lighting renovations will reveal ceiling paintings in Welch Hall | The Daily Texan http://www.dailytexanonline.com/news/2012/07/15/lighting-renovations-will-reveal-ceiling-pai...

4 of 5 5/29/2013 1:12 PM


